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 Guidance for MUSIC Performers & PARENTS 26th Feb 2022 

 

Our Main Venue is… 

THE OAKWOOD CENTRE, Headley Rd, Woodley, Berks, RG5 4JZ.  Tel: 0118 921 6923. Choirs & Choral 

Verse are NOT held at Oakwood. Sadly, we will not be holding a finale concert this year.   Maps to all venues 
will be posted on our website.    

 

Admission Charges  

The Woodley Festival is a registered charity, and we are all unpaid volunteers.  We do have to cover costs, 
but do not aim to make a profit.  FREE admission for those aged 18 & under.  Daily admission charges for the 
audience are £4 per adult.  Season tickets for the three weekends cost £10, but do not include any Finale 
Concert, masterclass or workshop.  Printed programmes cost £3.50 each. 

Help on The Day 

We always need more people to help to make the festival days run smoothly for everyone’s enjoyment.  There 
are a variety of ways you can help out, including selling tickets, etc.  No experience needed.  Please contact 
us even if you can only offer a couple of hours of your time.  

Withdrawals 

If you need to withdraw an entry, it would be most helpful to inform the appropriate Section Chairman (see 
letterhead for contact details), preferably by email, before the weekend of the performance.  

Photos and Official Video Recording   

Sometimes our official photographers will be present.  Our official photographers will be wearing an ‘official 
photographer’ lapel badge and may take photos before, during and after performances and presentations. 
These may include close-ups, small & large group photos, wide-angle shots, and may sometimes be taken 
outside of the performance rooms.  We may use such images in festival publicity – e.g. in social media, 
programmes & syllabus, in posters, and on our web site – where routes to download &/or buy the images may 
be available.  Some official photographers do not charge for their photos, some do. 
 
No Unauthorised Photography, video or sound recording using cameras, smart phones or any other 
equipment is allowed at the festival.  Where parents/guardians/carers do not wish even authorised official 
photos to be taken at all, then the responsible adult attending should ensure that their child/pupil/vulnerable 
adult is not included in official authorised photos.  If anyone has a concern about any photography/filming 
taking place at the Festival then please contact one of the festival committee, who all wear named lapel 
badges, complete with our logos.  The artistic copyright of any images taken rests with the officially registered 
photographer who took them. 
 

Child Protection & Safeguarding 

The Festival Committee must make it clear that parents & / or their teachers / school are responsible for 
their children throughout their attendance at the festival.  We are not.  We are committed to ensuring safe 
environments for children and young people, and are committed to best practice to protect them.    
More information can be found in our Child Protection Policy and the document “Creating Safer Festivals for 
Everyone” – both are on our website, www.woodleyfestival.org.uk, and in our main programme, or by emailing 
a request for them to woodley.festival@btinternet.com. 
  



Guidance for Music Performers and Parents 27 Feb 2022 v2b.doc              Page 2 

A Few Hints for NEW MUSIC PERFORMERS AT WOODLEY 

Arrival   

A start time is set for each class.  It is important to arrive outside the room in good time, say 10-15 minutes 
before the class start time (or a little earlier if the you wish to warm up voices or instruments). Rooms are 
clearly indicated from reception. There will be festival stewards there who will advise you when and where to 
go.  If possible, you should stay in the room for the entire duration of your class - people entering & leaving is 
an unfair distraction to both performers and adjudicators. 

Performance 

Your performance begins from the time you leave your seat until the time you return to it.  You should be 
seated in the audience before the start of your class, and you will be called to perform when it is your turn.  
You then need to hand a copy of your music, marked with your name and class number, to the adjudicator’s 
table (please see section “Music Copyright” below).  Please announce to the adjudicator & the audience the 
title(s) & composer(s) of your piece(s) before playing, as the programme does not include these details. 

Adjudicating 

While you perform, the adjudicator will be writing a report about your performance, which is intended to help 
you in the future.  This will be available (with your certificate) at the end of the class, for you to take away.  
After everybody has performed, the adjudicator will speak briefly to the whole class, giving feedback and 
advice, and announce his/her chosen winner(s). 

Dress 

Competitors are expected to wear appropriate, smart dress or school uniform.  

Accompanists 

In music classes, competitors may provide their own accompanist.  For the vocal classes, we have an official 
accompanist who can be contacted & booked well in advance via the Vocal Section Chairman (see contact 
details overleaf).  For instrumental classes, if you need to find an instrumental accompanist, you can email 
details of class and music asap (by 15 Feb, at the latest) to InstAcc@woodleyfestival.org.uk & we will 
provide details for your class. All arrangements for rehearsals and payment will then be yours to make.   

Electronic accompaniment (e.g. a smart phone, iPad, CD player or laptop) is NOT allowed in the music 
sections under any circumstances. 

Audience 

Friends and relations are encouraged to come and support you at the competition - the presence of a friendly 
supportive audience helps create a more relaxed concert-like atmosphere, which should help your 
performance.  You should try to perform to the whole audience rather than just the adjudicator.   
 
Children in the Audience 

Whilst children are very welcome at the festival, we respectfully ask that you consider not bringing young 
toddlers into the competition rooms.  In any case, please be prepared to take out your child if they start to 
cause any disturbance, in fairness to the performers and the audience around you – as we do not wish to have 
to ask you to leave. 

Refreshments 

There is a very good café, called “Brown Bag”, in the foyer at Oakwood.  It is open to you and the general 
public Saturday 8.30 - 4pm and Sunday 9 – 2:30pm. On some Festival days they extend their opening hours. 

Music Copyright 

Entrants are reminded that it is against the law to photocopy copyright music without written permission from 
the copyright owner.  However, provided the competitor has already purchased their own copy, it is acceptable 
to make a single photocopy, for the use of the adjudicator, which will be destroyed immediately after the event. 

Warm-up and Practice Facilities 

We provide a few rooms for vocalists and instrumentalists to warm-up – they are not intended for full run-
throughs, let alone teaching & coaching, as the few facilities have to be shared among many.  We are NOT 
able to provide a ‘practice piano’ for pianists.   
 

Thank you…  from the Festival Committee 


